
 

SOS NHS Day of Action 26th February 2022 

Speech 

Welcome everybody and it is great to see so many people here today. 

My name is Laura Murrell and I am the Secretary of the local Sunderland and 

District branch of Keep Our NHS Public called KONP for short. 

We are a non party political organisation made up of people from all walks of 

life who are concerned about the NHS.  
 

Our NHS was created in 1948 to provide a comprehensive health care service 

with access to healthcare based on need, not wealth; it embodied the very 

essence of a caring society.  This fundamental principle is under threat. 

KONP calls for health and social care services to be publicly funded, publicly 

provided and accountable.  So, we campaign against the increasing 

privatisation and underfunding of the NHS  

We want the NHS restored back to its full stature as a public service.  
 

Today’s National Day of Action is being marked with events all over the 
country, seeking to raise awareness and calling for people to support the 
continuation of a publicly owned NHS guaranteed for future generations. 
 

SOS NHS is a new coalition of more than 40 organisations including, health and 

social care staff, campaign groups, trade unions, the covid bereaved families 

and pensioners convention who all feel something urgently needs to be done.   

We want to build a mass campaign movement and strong coalition with the 

wider community to bring about a U turn in the proposed direction for our 

NHS.’    



The NHS was under pressure before the pandemic hit but has lost 5000 more 

acute beds since then, waiting lists are at an all-time high and staff are 

exhausted and struggling to respond.  

The Health and Care Bill going through the Lords at the moment, and being 

voted on next week, will do nothing to address any of the problems being 

faced.  It will make years of underfunding, understaffing and privatisation far 

worse 

 It will 

• lead to the end of a comprehensive National Health Service for all,  

• set up a post code lottery,  

• It will cut medical and emergency services, 

•  force more people to pay for their health care  

• diminish clinical staff pay and conditions,  

• reduce local accountability,  

• cap adult social care costs at £86,000, which will hit the average 

household hard, while leaving the rich protected. 

• allow private companies to sit on new integrated boards to take part in 

deciding what services to provide 

• and make it easier for private companies to win more contracts for 

services, putting profit before patients and draining more resources 

from the NHS.  

We must act to safeguard our services and boost staff morale. 

  

 SOS NHS is demanding: 

1. Emergency funding of £20billion to save lives this winter 

2. Investment in a fully publicly owned NHS and a guarantee of free 
healthcare for future generations 

3. Staff should be paid properly; without fair pay, staffing shortages will 
cost lives 

Of course, £20billion seems like a huge amount of money but there is clear 

evidence that this money is needed. 



Real term cuts in NHS spending every year since 2010 has led to an enormous 

financial hole to fill.  NHS Providers (that is the trusts and hospitals who 

provide our services) estimated it to be £35 billion per year. 

NHS cost and demand rises on average by about 4% every year but between 

2010 and 2020 it has risen by less than 1% on average. So an emergency input 

would help start to address the need to restore and expand capacity eg, stop 

the closures of A&E s, rebuild crumbling buildings, replace and buy new 

equipment, reopen the 5000 acute beds lost during the pandemic, invest in 

mental health and fund better pay for the staff to retain the huge numbers 

leaving and reward and attract new staff (95,000 vacancies)  

Of course, Rishi Sunak will say it’s not affordable - but during the pandemic 

crisis we could afford to pay £47 billion for bounce back loans to small 

businesses and the government didn’t notice that 1000 of them who received 

money weren’t even trading when Covid started and are happy to write off 

£4.3 billion of fraudulent claims which lead to Lord Agnew resigning from the 

government (a Treasury minister with responsibility for cross-government efficiency), 

Billions of pounds have been squandered on dodgy PPI contracts  given to 

friends and cronies on their VIP fast track; 

At least £17 billion wasted on private test and trace;  

£2billion pounds was given to private hospitals in 2020 for spare bed capacity 

that wasn’t used, with a further £10billion being promised over the next 4 

years  

and in the last few weeks Sajid Javid has ordered the NHS to enter into 

agreements with the independent sector which could cost a further £525 

million. 

 So if money can be raised to be wasted or to support a struggling private 

sector why can’t it be raised to invest in the NHS and build a stronger better 

public sector. But no instead Rishi Sunak’s spending review locks in 

underspending on the NHS until 2025 

 It’s not good enough. Our NHS deserves better. Let’s actually do something to 

make the call for building back better mean something. 

We must reverse the 6 million plus waiting lists, stop patients dying in the back 

of ambulances outside hospitals because there are no beds, or forcing people  

to wait all night for an emergency ambulance for a suspected stroke only to be 



told in the morning that they have to drive 34-mile, a onehour journey, to that 

county’s only Accident and Emergency Department 

This isn’t what NHS staff expected when we clapped their heroic unstinting 

work throughout the pandemic. This doesn’t give them hope that they will be 

rewarded for their own commitment and the sacrifices made to their health 

and wellbeing This doesn’t encourage them that the NHS that they love and 

dedicate themselves to, will be rebuilt and enable them to give the 

professional care they want to every day. 

  

We must act to safeguard our services and boost staff morale. The NHS was 

once the best health care service in the world. It can be again.  

  
 

 

 

 


